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Notes and Discussions 81 

SCELERATUM FRIGUS 

In Virgil's Georgics, ii. 256 occurs the phrase : sceleratum exquirere frigus. 
The use of the adjective has attracted the attention of commentators from 
Servius on, and various supposed parallels have been adduced without 
bringing much additional light to the passage. There has been pretty gen- 
erally overlooked, however, a discussion by Saint Jerome (Ep. 121. 10, p. 879 
Vail.), where, speaking of certain Cilician provincialisms in the language 
of Saint Paul, he remarks: nee hoc miremur in apostolo si utatur eius 
linguae consuetudine in qua natus est el nutritus, cum Virgilius, alter Homerus 
apud nos, patriae suae sequens consuetudinem, sceleratum frigus appellet. 
Doubtless this criticism is borrowed by Jerome from his teacher Donatus 
(cf. Lammert, De Hieronymo Donati Discipulo [1912], pp. 38-39). Did the 
Patavinity of Livy perhaps consist in as slight but yet definite features as 
this by which Virgil betrayed his native district ? 
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